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La Roche aux Mouettess deservedly well known to English readers in translation and whether he did or did not enter into designed competition with his quondam companion on the theme of Pastoral berquinadey I do not myself think that Catherine is much below La Petite Fadette or La Mare au Diable He was a very considerable master of the short story, you cannot have much better things of the kind than Le Jour sans Lendemain and Un D$ut dans la Magtstrature But his special gift lay in treating two situations which sometimes met, or crossed) or even substantially coincided The one was the contrast of new and old, whether from the side of actual " money-bags and archives " or from others The second and higher development of, or alternative to, this was the working out of the subdued tragical, in which, short of the very great masters, he had few superiors, while the quietness of his tones and values even, enhances to some tastes the poignancy of the general effect Mile de La Seighere is, I suppose, the best representative of the first class as a novel, for Sacs et ParcheminSj as has been said, waited for dramatisation to bring out its merits The pearls or pinks of the other are Mile de KSrouare and La Maison de Pettarvan, the latter the general favourite, the former mine Both have admirably managed pertpetetas, the shorter story (Mile de Kdrouare) having, in particular, a memorable setting of that inexorable irony of Fate against which not only is there no armour, but not even the chance and consolement of fighting armourless When Marie de Ke*rouare accepts, at her father's wish, a suitor suitable in every way, but somewhat undemonstrative, when she falls in love (or thinks she does) with a handsome young cousin, when the other aspirant loses or risks all his fortune as a Royalist, and she will not accept what she might have, his retirement, thereby eliciting from her rather a mot like the best of Corneille'a,l when, having written to the cousin excusing herself, she gets
1 " Bleu I man tang      I auppoae " democratic " sentiment b quite Insensible to this, Which leeDUjtOjbo a pity